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About the Mound

Budigunta (ashmound) was first noticed by Colin Mackenzie in 1802, the first Director General of Survey
of India, established by the British Government. In the 1830s T. J. Newbold, Assistant Collector of
Kurnool, visited the site and examined the mound. This led him to Kapgal near Sanganakallu and there
he found a couple of more ashmound there. Later a couple of hundred ashmounds were discovered
across Kalayana Karnataka, Rayalaseema and some parts of Kittur Karnataka. Nearly 200 such mounds
were known. During the 1870s Robert Bruce Foote identified this as a mound of burnt cattle dung of
the Neolithic period, five thousand years ago. This was the period when the first farmers settled down
and established the first villages. Unfortunately only a couple of mounds located in the hills have
survived and the rest have been levelled by development projects and agriculture expansion. This oldest
known ashmound was also going to be demolished by the highway project. Fortunately, for us heritage
lovers, the Deputy Commissioners of Ballari intervened and helped rescue the site and protect it
through a munificent CSR grant from Karnataka Power Corporation. Now the ashmound will stand
majestically forever.

It is called ashmound because the first farmers of this region deliberately accumulated cattle dung and
set on fire episodically, on festive occasions, for example Makara Sankranti or on occasions of cattle fair
or feasting events. These mounds are also called herder’s monuments, built by man at the same time as
the pyramids in Egypt, but the purpose and belief systems were different. The deposits of the mound
also contain stone exes, querns, morters, corn crushers, mealing stones, bones of cattle, sheep and goat.
Cattle meat was not consumed by the first farmers, but they ate goat and sheep meat. Cattle dung was
also not used for manuring agricultural fields. They cultivated millets, browntop and foxtail millet as well
as horse gram, green gram. The seed of which were growing in the region during the summer monsoon
season.
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